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A Study of Writing Types of Classical Works
in 7th High School Literature Texts
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Major of Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education

Yonsei University

Our Classical works, which were written in Korean or Chinese, are very
important and necessary to hand down to our coming ages.

So, there are many classical works in High school Korean Language
and literature texts, but they are not welcomed by students. Because, there
are many difficulties for students and teachers to access to classical
works.

For example, students have a lot of emotional and mental difficulties to
understand classical works and teachers have to role of translators,
sometimes not of two other languages but of two same languages.

These are considerably caused by the unfamiliarity of writing types in
texts. So, the study of writing types in classical works is important,
because it is necessary to teach them efficiently and easily.

To suggest how to teach the classical works efficiently and easily, we

inspected closely on the texts of all the classical works in 7th high school
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Literature texts, and from 4th to 7th Korean language texts, and then, the
writing types of them all.

In consequence of this research, the classical works seem to be written
in next types.

In poetry, they were written with the original chinese text, but in
fiction, they were not. All fictional works were written in some separated
parts by paragraphs, and most poetry were too. Most poetry were written
in the archaic words, but in fiction, they were used by choice of each
genre. Both of poetry and fiction were written with the chinese
pronunciation, and were not written in contemporary expression. Some of
them were explained in details with interpretations of the phrases and
words, but most of them were not.

In view of the results, so far it seems to be, there are no fundamental
rules in writing the classical works.

But there exist some rules or types according to the custom and usage
which accepted by the editors or the writers of the texts.

They are as follows.

1) The transcription of the work gets away from the original, when it

needs more times to interpret.

ii) The transcription of the work comes nearer to the original, when it is
presented more times and efforts to understand by the editors or the
writers.

iii) The transcription of the work comes nearer to the original, when the
genre of the work 1s more fixed type.

iv) The transcription of the work comes nearer to the original, when the
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work or the genre has non-literary specialities.

Most of the classical works were written by these four types. But the
types are not conferred and they are not based on a principle by any
consent.

Now we need more unified and standard rules in writing the classical
works. So, we have to consider about the attitudes to deal with the
problems of approaching to the Classical Literature.

First, we have to clarify the object of teaching the classical works in
texts. Why do we teach the classical works to the students? As literary
works or as linguistic materials? Second, we needs to unify the writing
types in a national level and to standardize the works. Third, we have to
get over the persistence to the original spelling. Fourth, we need to change
the perception that the classical literature is the thing of the past.

So, we can access to the classical literature as a living one and renew

our impression of it.
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